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Water Mill Primary School aims to:

· Provide a safe, caring and happy community in which children can learn supported by a sound partnership between home and school.

· Provide a rich, varied and enjoyable learning environment where children will be taught according to their age, ability, state of development and the national curriculum.

· Recognise and value people as individuals and seek to develop their full potential irrespective of their gender, race beliefs social background or abilities.

· Prepare children for an active and responsible role in both the local and global community by stimulating them to think for themselves and be better able to contribute as citizens.

· Deliver all the above within the bounds of the resources available to us.
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BACK TO TOP
SCHOOL TIMES

KS1 Morning: 9.00 a.m. - 12 noon.     Afternoon: 1.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.

KS2 Morning: 9.00 a.m. – 12.05 p.m.  Afternoon: 1.00 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
Children should not be left in the playground before 8.45 a.m. If children do arrive a few minutes early they must be supervised by an adult parent/carer. The school secretary is usually available in the Reception area from 8.50 - 9.10 a.m. and 3.30 - 3.40 p.m. to answer any queries and take messages. We would appreciate it if you do not try to see teachers before school starts. Teachers are also not available during lesson times. If you need to see a member of staff please wait until after the end of school, or leave a message with the secretary (by telephone or visit) or come during a parent consultation session (see below).

BACK TO TOP
PARENT CONSULTATIONS

Staff are usually available for informal consultations during school time on Wednesday afternoons i.e. 

Junior Staff    2.30 - 2.50 p.m.             Infant Staff - 3.00 - 3.20 p.m.

Please contact the office to make an appointment.
Consultation Evenings and ‘Open Days’, including those for prospective parents, are held regularly during the school year.

SCHOOL ORGANISATION & CURRICULUM

BACK TO TOP
CLASS ORGANISATION

Water Mill is a one-form entry school. The class organisation is as follows:

FOUNDATION STAGE



KEY STAGE 2 (Juniors)
)Reception (R) 4/5 years old 

Year 3 (Y3)  
7/8  years old

Key Stage 1 (Infants) 



Year 4 (Y4)  
8/9 years old

Year 1 (Y1)  
5/6  years old 

Year 5 (Y5)  
9/10 years old

Year 2 (Y2) 
6/7 years old 


Year 6 (Y6)  
10/11 years old

BACK TO TOP
THE CURRICULUM

The curriculum at Water Mill Primary is designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum, Birmingham Local Education Authority’s Curriculum Statement, the Literacy & Numeracy Strategies and the specific pastoral and academic needs of our children. The National Curriculum consists of the compulsory subjects of English, Maths, Science, Religious Education and ICT. History, Geography, Art, Music, P.E., and Design Technology are covered in order to keep a broad and balanced curriculum.

Pupils’ work is either subject based or sometimes organised through a topic approach spanning two or more subjects.  It also includes cross-curricular areas, such as health education and environmental studies, always taking account of equal opportunities. Staff, with consideration of the pupils’ varying abilities, use both whole class and group teaching strategies. Our work is carefully structured so that each year the children’s knowledge and skills are reinforced and extended. Extra help is available for those children who have special needs (see below). We have a whole school approach to all our work, with the Infant and Junior departments working closely together enabling each child to make an easy progression from one year to the next. We also have good links with local Secondary schools, ensuring that the further transition for the children from Primary to Secondary school goes as smoothly as possible.

BACK TO TOP
SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS (SEN)
A great many children have a special educational need at sometime in their school life.  It may be an academic difficulty, an emotional or behavioural problem, or some form of disability. Water Mill closely adheres to the SEN Code of Practice and fully involves parents/carers when appropriate.  Two part-time teachers are employed as Special Needs Co-ordinators to give extra help to children with SEN within the school. When necessary, requests for additional advice/help from outside bodies are made. Water Mill has regular input from various LEA support agencies greatly enhancing our SEN provision.
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THE CORE SUBJECTS

BACK TO TOP
ENGLISH:

Young children enjoy telling stories and playing imaginative games. This helps them learn to speak clearly, listen carefully and to want to read and write stories for themselves.

By age 7 most pupils should be starting to read independently and beginning to write legibly, producing short pieces of writing on their own, using complete sentences and spelling simple words correctly.

By age 11 most pupils will be able to read different kinds of texts and make basic comparisons between them. They will begin to match their style of writing to different audiences. They will be getting better at organising their work, punctuation, spelling and putting their ideas across clearly.

We encourage all of our children to take books home to read with their parents. We see parents as important partners in every child’s education. Support from home can make a real difference to a child’s academic progress and to their attitude towards school and learning.

The school takes account of the National Literacy Strategy.

BACK TO TOP
MATHS:
Young children’s first steps in mathematics are through counting, rhymes and practical activities like weighing and measuring.

By age 7 most will be able to deal with and explore numbers up to 100, do simple mental calculations, recognise common 2-D and 3-D shapes and know common units of measurement.

By age 11 many pupils will have developed an understanding of the precision needed for mathematical calculations and of how important mathematics is in their own lives. They will know their tables, be able to make 3-D objects, find areas, perimeters and volumes, and handle data using graphs and diagrams. They will manage mental and paper calculations and carry out various mathematical investigations.

The school takes account of the National Numeracy Strategy.

BACK TO TOP
SCIENCE:

Children’s natural curiosity around the world about them provides the starting point for their exploration of science.

By age 7 they will have started to look at the variety of living things, simple properties of materials, the effects of pushes and pulls and discovering facts for themselves, as well as extending their skills and knowledge. 

By age 11 most pupils will know about living things adapting to their environment, about the formation of soil and the use of simple electrical circuits. They will be able to develop their own investigations and draw their own conclusions.
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THE FOUNDATION AND OTHER SUBJECTS

BACK TO TOP
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Every class has access to at least three multi-media computers, which are based in their rooms. ICT is seen as a very important subject and children are taught and encouraged to enhance their skills through many different experiences e.g. use of Personal Computers, Roamers etc. We have access to the World Wide Web and have all our computers linked together with our own Intranet.

BACK TO TOP
SPORTS PROVISION
Children have regular lessons in gymnastics using the school hall and the various equipment available. Swimming is organised with all children in Years 1 to 6 having the chance of coached swimming lessons each half-term. Basic athletic skills are developed throughout the school. Children also have the opportunity to play traditional team games, such as football, and rounders. The school provides additional opportunities for other sports e.g. ‘quick cricket’ and ‘unihoc’. Outside sports coaches often form part of the pupils training process, alongside Water Mill’s own staff, often offering additional out of school hours coaching clubs.

Our extra-curricular football club is normally held after school on Thursday (3.30 - 4.30 p.m. approx.). Children often have the chance to become a school squad member and play against other local school teams. Support from parents/carers is always very welcome.
BACK TO TOP
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

Religious Education and collective worship are in accordance with the 1988 Education Act and the Local Authority agreed syllabus on Religious Education and LEA Guidelines. Our approach to worship is that it reflects the broad tradition of Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular denomination. We also ensure that children have experiences of the other major faiths. We see RE as a tool to encourage pupils to develop their own beliefs and values, nurture respect and understanding of others and so develop a sense of responsibility and enhance self-esteem. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from the whole or part of the programme of worship. If necessary, please discuss this with the Head Teacher.

BACK TO TOP
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
The Local Authority and the school are committed to equal opportunities for all.  All children and adults in the school are entitled to equal opportunities and we will take all measures to counter any racism, sexism, negative attitudes towards disability and other discriminatory practices.
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BACK TO TOP
SEX & RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION

Much of the teaching of sex education takes place during Y5 and Y6 and uses the BBC sex education materials.  The school nurse also supports the sex education programme.  Arrangements can be made for parents to view materials being used and/or may withdraw their children from such lessons.  Please see the Head Teacher for further information.

ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM OPPORTUNITIES

BACK TO TOP
RESIDENTIAL VISITS

Each year we try to organise a residential course for the older children at a field study centre. We are keen to give children opportunities to develop the qualities of initiative, self-reliance and responsibility, and have fun!

FOOTBALL

See under Sports Provision page 7.

BACK TO TOP
IMAGINEERING CLUB

A young engineers club with fun design and technology projects held on Tuesdays for an hour after school. There is a small charge for this and a limited number of places available.

MUSIC

There are opportunities for our older pupils to learn the treble recorder.

BACK TO TOP
THE ENVIRONMENT

At different times of the year we undertake various activities linked to our school grounds e.g. bird watching sessions, including species counts, gardening activities etc.

HOMEWORK

Children are requested to read each evening, preferably supported by their parents/carers. Other homework is set depending upon the age of the children e.g. learning spellings, multiplication tables, additional English/maths work etc. For more detailed information please contact your child’s teacher.

Cloth Book Bags, for carrying reading books and homework sheets are available from the Secretary.
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BACK TO TOP
EDUCATIONAL DAY VISITS AND CHARGING POLICY

A number of day visits are arranged for every class each year. These are all educational visits and closely linked to the work the children are undertaking. We do ask for voluntary contributions towards the cost of these visits, but do not exclude any children on the grounds of their parents/carers inability or unwillingness to pay. If we do not get sufficient contributions to cover the cost of the trip they may not take place.  Cheques should be made payable to BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL GENERAL FUND. 

The Governing Body of Water Mill Primary School has adopted the charging and remissions policy of the Birmingham Local Education Authority:

· To make charges for all activities for which charging is permitted.

· To recover as much of the expenditure as is permitted, on the basis of the cost to each individual pupil participating in the activity.

· To provide full remission of board and lodging charges for pupils whose parents are in receipt of Job Seekers Allowance or Family Credit when the pupils participate in a residential trip in school hours.

TRANSPORT:  We always hire coaches that are fitted with seat belts. If local buses are used, which at present do not have seat belts, we will seek parental permission.  

BACK TO TOP
ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS ABOUT CURRICULUM MATTERS (as detailed in the Education Reform Act 1988)

Responsibility for ensuring that school meets statutory curriculum requirements lies with the LEA, Governing Bodies and Head Teachers. Persons who consider that authorities or Governors fail in their responsibilities, or act unreasonably may complain. The Birmingham Education authority publishes these arrangements accordingly, following consultation with Governing Bodies, Head Teachers, Teacher Associations, the appropriate Diocesan Authorities, and with the approval of the Secretary of State for Education and Science.

The arrangements cover complaints made by parents and others in respect of the performance of duties or exercise of powers by the LEA or by the governing bodies of schools maintained by the LEA. Complaints may be considered at one or more of the following levels: a) informal, b) formal via the School’s Governors, c) formal via the Local Education Authority.

Complainants are advised to follow and resolve their complaints through informal procedures, unless there are exceptional circumstances. All complaints are investigated fully, fairly and carefully. Complainants are kept informed of proceedings.  Any complaints received are recorded. Further information is available from the Head Teacher.
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BACK TO TOP
DISCIPLINE,  BEHAVIOUR  &  REWARDS

Your child comes to Water Mill School to learn. Good behaviour is necessary for his/her effective learning and for teaching to take place. We need a code of conduct and rules by which the school community abides. The most important influence on your child’s behaviour is you and the home. It is possible to state the policy in one single rule:

Everyone is expected to behave in a responsible manner both towards themselves and others, showing consideration, courtesy and respect for other people at all times.

BACK TO TOP
PROMOTING GOOD BEHAVIOUR & DISCIPLINE

At Water Mill we will seek to foster good quality relationships between children, teachers and parents/carers and always expect good behaviour:

· We will provide a good quality and relevant school curriculum.

· The school will do all it can to enhance children’s self-esteem.

· Rewards and sanctions will be consistently applied.

· We will use an established system for monitoring problems.

· We have access to various support services e.g. Social Services, Educational                       Welfare and will work with them when needed.

· The school will provide a well cared for physical environment.

· Good systems of supervision and organisation will be maintained.

BACK TO TOP
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP YOUR CHILD

· Talk to him/her about behaviour to ensure they know what is expected.

· Help them to get organised for school. Be punctual and have their P.E. kit on the right day. Ensure reading books taken home are returned.

· Explain to your child that there is no excuse for rudeness, disrespect or insolence towards staff. This is always treated as a very serious matter.

· Explain to your child that the school cannot condone violent and aggressive actions &/or language. Bullying is taken seriously and will not be tolerated.
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BACK TO TOP
REWARDS & SANCTIONS

REWARDS

Your child needs rewards to reinforce good behaviour and promote his/her self-esteem.  This leads to success at school.

· Children will receive regular praise for good work and behaviour.

· This will be celebrated in classroom displays, school assemblies and other  regular school occasions and opportunities.

· Successes may be mentioned in school newsletters.

· We will inform parents about their children’s successes and achievements.

· Systems of merit to reward good behaviour will be used e.g. stickers.

· Children will be given opportunities to exercise responsibilities in the school.

· We will promote the children’s achievements in the local community.

BACK TO TOP
SANCTIONS

There is a need to register disapproval and to protect the authority of teachers and others in the school.  This is essential for the stability, security and success of the school.  Bad behaviour cannot be ignored.

Sanctions used in the school, are generally in ascending order of seriousness.

· Your child will be admonished and why the behaviour was unacceptable will be explained, and counselling and/or warning given.

· Children will be moved away from other children, if this is the problem, and made to repeat poor work caused by bad behaviour.

· Privileges will be withdrawn and children will have ‘time-out’ at break-times. They will be referred to other members of staff.

· Records will be kept of poor behaviour and children referred to the Head.

· Parents will be contacted to discuss behaviour problems and seek solutions.

· The school will involve outside agencies if appropriate.

· Children can be excluded from school either temporarily or permanently for an extreme single incident or recurrent unacceptable behaviour.

BACK TO TOP
OUR EXPECTATIONS OF YOUR CHILD’S BEHAVIOUR ARE THAT THEY:
· Behave in class in a way that makes it possible for everyone to learn and the teacher to teach. This means arriving on time with everything needed for that lesson, listening carefully, following instructions and being quiet and sensible at all times.

· Move around school in an orderly fashion - this means never running, pushing 
or shouting in the building.

· Speak politely to people (even if they feel bad tempered). Be silent when required to be.

· Keep the school clean, tidy and well cared for. Look after books, materials and equipment so that other people can use them.

· Remember that the school’s reputation partly depends on the way they behave during out of school visits and how they come and go to school.

· Play in a safe, sensible way at playtimes and do not go to parts of the school that are out of bounds. Remember that bullying will not be tolerated.

BACK TO TOP
CHILD PROTECTION

The school is bound by the Children Act and LEA Child Protection procedures. We have direct contact with Social Services and the Education Department’s Social Workers.  Any parent with any concerns should see the Head Teacher. 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

Please make sure that your child attends school regularly and punctually. By law schools now have to account for every single absence and it is very important that you send a note to the class teacher, when your child returns to school, or telephone the secretary. We are also required to record lateness.

If you need leave of absence for family holidays or some other purpose, please put your request in writing to the Head Teacher.

ATTENDANCE FIGURES : 2002/2003

Total % Attendance: 94%

Total % Unauthorised Absence: 0.03%
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

BACK TO TOP
STARTING  &  FINISHING  THE  SCHOOL  DAY

Children should be left and met behind the double white lines across the playground. This greatly reduces congestion and helps children and parents/carers to make contact easily. Please tell your child that if ever the person expected to collect them is not in the playground they must come back into school, we will reinforce this. If you want to see a member of staff please call in after school has ended, they will be happy to see you.

SCHOOL LUNCHES

Children can bring sandwiches, buy a school lunch or go home. There is a choice of menus each day at a cost of £7.25 per week (£1.45 per day). This should be paid to the class teacher on the first day of each school week. Cash should be sent in a sealed envelope. Please send the exact lunch money for each child in your family. If you pay by cheque please make them payable to “Education Catering”.  Families who receive Job Seekers Allowance are entitled to free meals, please ask the secretary for an application form. It would help the school if those eligible apply for free lunches even if you do not want them. 

BACK TO TOP
SANDWICHES

If your child brings a packed lunch please put it and any drinks in one of the easily obtained all plastic lunch boxes with a carrying handle, well marked with their name.  We will then keep it in a safe, cool place until lunchtime. We notice a great deal of waste from packed lunches. Please only give children what you know they will eat.  Please make sure young children can actually handle the containers and packaging on their own.

If your child wishes to change from sandwiches to cooked dinners, or vice-versa, please tell the secretary. Normally these changes can only take place at the beginning of a term or half-term to allow for administrative changes.

REFRESHMENTS

The school canteen sells milk, milk shakes and fruit juice at morning break and dinnertime. Children can brinG their own drink, but it must be in an unbreakable container and not fizzy. Infants will get help from staff to buy their drinks.

(Reception Class have their own arrangements in the first few weeks of their first term).
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BACK TO TOP
AFTER SCHOOL CARE

We run an after school care facility for the children of Water Mill. It operates from 3.30 - 5.30 p.m. each evening of the school term. It is necessary to register your child at the beginning of each term. This facility is very popular so please see the ASC staff for details of any vacancies, the costs and procedures. The ASC staff team are Karen Murdoch, Mary Cheshire, Val Flanagan, Shirley Jukes & Lisa Carys Thornewell.

SCHOOL CLOTHING

The school’s colour is royal blue. We have a range of attractive, practical school clothing available e.g. sweatshirts, polo shirts, dresses etc. Full details of clothing, prices and ordering can be obtained from the school secretary. We encourage all children to wear school colours and do not wish pupils to wear football shirts, very bright tops, high-heeled shoes or other inappropriate school clothes. All children should come to school smartly, sensibly and appropriately dressed. All clothes must be named.

BACK TO TOP
P.E. CLOTHING
GYMNASTICS - well fitted cotton/lycra shorts and T-shirt or leotard, pumps or bare feet.

GAMES -  as for gymnastics, but with the addition of an extra sweatshirt and/or tracksuit in colder weather, trainers are better on the concrete.  Children are not allowed to do games in the same footwear they came to school in.

SWIMMING - trunks or a one piece plain swimming costume (no goggles unless they are really necessary).  Bermuda type shorts are not allowed in the swimming pool and are not suitable for other activities. Ear studs should not be worn when swimming.

It is vital that children do not do physical activities in the same clothes that they come to school in.  Please always ensure that your child has all the P.E. kit they need on the correct day.  We recommend that P.E. kits are stored in appropriate named bags and kept in the cloakroom for each full school week.  

BACK TO TOP
SCHOOL FUND

We have a School Fund to enable us to purchase every day items that it is not practical to order using official moneys. e.g. Christmas decorations, refreshments for parents’ meetings, ingredients for cooking etc. We ask each family to make a small contribution of around 10p - 20p a week, which can be paid to the teacher at registration time. Thank  you.
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BACK TO TOP
NEWSLETTERS

We send a regular newsletter to keep people informed about school. Other important mail e.g. secondary school transfer letters are sent via pupil-post. Please check with your children that they have passed on all letters to you.

FRIENDS OF WATER MILL SCHOOL

The school has a very hard working group of parents and others who are committed to working for the good of the school. They organise social and fund-raising events and are always keen to see new faces. Please do all you can to help and support their activities.

BACK TO TOP
PARENT HELPERS

We are anxious to recruit parent helpers in school. If you can spare an hour or so on a regular basis to come in and help with a wide variety of tasks e.g. DIY, reading with children or going on visits, please let the secretary or Head Teacher know so we can match you to an appropriate class. All school helpers have to complete a ‘police check’ form that is then sent to the LEA. This is normal practice and helps ensure our children’s safety.  

JEWELLERY

No jewellery should be worn in school, other than studs or sleepers for pierced ears. Make-up (including nail varnish) is not appropriate and should not be worn in school.

BACK TO TOP
ADMINISTRATION  OF  MEDICINE  &  FIRST AID

Water Mill follows the guidelines on the administration of medication and First Aid as issued by the DfES and LEA.

Parents of children with long-term conditions, such as asthma, must ensure that the school has all the relevant details and that the child always has adequate medication in school.  We will do everything we can to make sure each child is well cared for. Parents must keep their child well informed and trained in the usage of their medication, e.g. using an inhaler properly and appropriately, as each child’s needs are different.

We do not normally permit other types of medicines, creams etc. to be administered in school, as most can be given at home without contradicting dosage instructions. If this causes concern please contact the Head Teacher.

No medicines of any sort should be brought into school without the prior knowledge and consent of the school as adults should be present when children take any medication.

BACK TO TOP
FIRST AID

In cases of minor accidents appropriate first aid is administered and parents/carers are informed by letter and children are often given stickers.  In the case of more serious injuries parents/carers are directly informed by telephone. This being the case it is vital that school always has up-to-date contact numbers.

SCHOOL NURSE

The school nurse normally organises medicals for Reception children. Children are regularly screened for hearing, vision and dental hygiene. Parents are informed if further examinations/treatments are necessary.

BACK TO TOP
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Children should not bring valuables or ‘much-loved’ items in to school. The Governing Body and school have no insurance to cover such items and cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to personal property. Looking for mislaid items can also take a great deal of lesson and teacher time. Children may bring small, unbreakable toys for playtimes remembering they are brought at the owners’ risk.

LOST PROPERTY

Lost items of clothing are kept in containers in the main hall and the cloakrooms. Please ask if you wish to check these containers for lost items.

BACK TO TOP
ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

Water Mill holds ‘Open Days’ for prospective parents. We also arrange meetings for new parents and children. Parents are welcome to telephone and make an appointment through the secretary to come and view our school. Our admission number per class is 30.

The present LEA policy is that pupils are selected for admission to school by the following criteria:

1. Siblings.

2. Proximity to the school.

Parents need to register their child’s name for the Reception class in the school’s admissions book.  This can be done by telephone or a personal visit. 
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BACK TO TOP
P A R E N T   ( &  P U P I L )   C H E C K L I ST
· Bring your child on time - arrive about 8.55 a.m. (not too early and certainly not late).

· Send any money or cheques in a labelled envelope.

· Don’t forget any letters e.g. absence notes and consent forms for educational visits.

· Don’t forget reading books or homework. Carry the books / papers safely in a school reading bag.

· P.E. Kit - is it at school or do you need to send it today?

· Is all your child’s personal property labelled - clothes, pencil case etc.?

· Is everything being carried in an appropriate school bag (not too large and no plastic carrier bags please)?

· Does your child and the school know who is collecting him/her at hometime? If you are late have they remembered they must go back into school to wait?

Don’t forget if you need to see the teacher please do so after school or make an enquiry with the school secretary between 8.50 - 9.10 a.m. or 3.20 - 3.40 p.m. or telephone during the day. (Please do not try to see teachers in the morning in the playground as staff must supervise their whole class into school and start lessons promptly). Thank you.

BACK TO TOP
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